Congress of the United States

House of Representatives
Washington, BC

April 28, 2025
Mr. Cameron Hamilton The Honorable Kristi Noem
Senior Official Performing the Duties of Secretary
the Administrator U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Federal Emergency Management Agency 300 7™ Street SW
500 C Street SW Washington, DC 20024

Washington, DC 20004

RE: FEMA’s Emergency Food and Shelter Program

Dear Mr. Hamilton and Secretary Noem:

We write to express our deep concern over the decision to “review” previously-obligated funding
for the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Emergency Food and Shelter
Program (EFSP). Not only does this “review” apply to current Fiscal Year 2025 funds, but it also
applies to money promised to food pantries and homeless shelters over the past several years.
FEMA must make good on these financial commitments at once.

EFSP plays a critical role in combatting hunger and homelessness in our country, working to lift
children and families out of desperate circumstances. We demand that you take immediate action
to ensure that full funding for EFSP, as appropriated by Congress, resumes without further
disruption.

EFSP provides funding to local governments and nonprofit organizations that supply food,
shelter, rental and utility assistance, and other essential resources to individuals and families who
are “experiencing, or at risk of experiencing, hunger and/or homelessness.”" Since its founding in
1983, EFSP has supported over 14,000 local organizations in over 2,500 counties and cities
across the country.” The EFSP National Board, which oversees the disbursement of funds in line
with the intent of Congress, ensures that priority is given to communities and organizations most
in need of support.’

Although EFSP receives comparatively little federal funding — $117 million in FY2024* — the
program provides critical support to local organizations, filling gaps to respond to urgent needs
or where other sources of funding fall short. If the review of EFSP funding continues long-term,

! Federal Emergency Management Agency. “Emergency Food and Shelter Program.” FEMA, U.S. Department of Homeland Security,
https://www.fema.gov/grants/emergency-food-and-shelter-program. Accessed 3 Apr. 2025.

2 Emergency Food and Shelter Program. “About the Emergency Food and Shelter Program.” United Way,
https://www.efsp.unitedway.org/efsp/website/websiteContents/index.cfm?template=about.cfm. Accessed 3 Apr. 2025.

3 Congressional Research Service. “The Emergency Food and Shelter Program (EFSP).” Congress.gov, Library of Congress,
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/IF12026. Accessed 3 Apr. 2025.

* U.S. House Committee on Appropriations, Democrats. FY24 Summary of Appropriations Provisions. U.S. House of Representatives,

https://democrats-appropriations.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/democrats-appropriations.house.gov/files/F Y 24%20Summary%20of
%20Appropriations%20Provisions_0.pdf. Accessed 3 Apr. 2025.



over 8,000 local organizations across the country that provide life-saving services to the most
vulnerable could be forced to make difficult cuts, turn people away, or close entirely.

During a time when our country is experiencing a cost-of-living crisis and record high
homelessness®, the administration’s freeze of EFSP funds will have devastating impacts on
millions of people across rural, urban, and suburban communities. Children and families — who
experienced the largest increase in homelessness between 2023 and 2024 — would likely be the
most impacted.®

To ensure that EFSP can continue to provide life-saving support to individuals, children,
families, and communities nationwide, EFSP must resume disbursement of funds immediately.
In addition, we request answers to the following questions:

1) Under what authority are FY20-FY24 EFSP funds being reviewed? When will that
review be completed?

2) Under what authority can FEMA withhold previously appropriated and obligated funds?

3) We understand you are reviewing this program, which feeds and houses the most
vulnerable, for “waste, fraud, and abuse”. We are also to understand that you are yet to
provide any congressional inquirers a substantive example of such “waste, fraud, and
abuse”. Are you able to provide any examples at this time?

4) If EFSP has been terminated, which official signed the termination order and how does
the administration plan to support homeless and food insecure individuals and families?

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter. We look forward to your prompt response.

Sincerely,

g Lahdsman ¥éfrold Nadler
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Eleanor Holmes Norton Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress Member of Congress

SUS. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The 2024 Annual Homeless Assessment Report (AHAR) to Congress: Part 1. HUD User,
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/2024-AHAR-Part-1.pdf. Accessed 3 Apr. 2025.
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